
Welcome, Wumindjika & G’day  

More decades ago than I care to admit, I set off on my first overseas trip. 
The eventual destination was Europe but my friend, Fiona, and I decided
to go overland across Asia to get there for a couple of reasons. 

1.Top Deck tours offered incredibly cheap tours (for reasons that soon
became obvious) but travelled to amazing and far-flung places off the
beaten track that one would not have considered visiting
independently   and

2.Fiona, being a fit secondary phys-ed teacher, wanted to go trekking in
the Himalayas in Nepal at the start of the trip and, as I like mountains,
that seemed an excellent way to commence an adult ‘gap year’.

As has subsequently become the norm, I never quite got around to doing
any serious pre-trek training prior to departure, but figured that the first few
days on the Annapurna- Dhaulagiri trek would get me up to an acceptable
level of fitness. As if...  but it was definitely the trek of a lifetime & I loved it.

It is said that visitors go to Nepal looking forward to seeing the majestic
mountains but leave raving about the people - their hospitality, their
friendliness and their incredible happy stoicism despite their harsh living
conditions. I was no exception.

It was therefore tragic to see yet another climate change catastrophe, a
massive flash flood, impact this magnificent country with its caring people.
With the drowned and missing in the thousands, one wonders how many
people have to die, how much land has to be devastated and how many
more of these ‘once in a lifetime’ events have to be witnessed before all
humans start to take the irreversible impact of global warming seriously? 
I live in hope it will be sooner, rather than later, as life is already too short.

If you know of someone who needs to be kept in the loop but isn't a TGN
reader please tell them to sign up at pdphroberts@gmail.com              
The editor@tgn.org.au  email is still dysfunctional.

Kia kara,
Pauline.
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The Granite News - serving the communities of Caveat, Highlands,
Hughes Creek, Ruffy, Tarcombe, Terip Terip & Whiteheads Creek.

Feedback?
pdphroberts@gmail.com or to

subscribe on-line go to
www.hccclandcare.net.au

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum. 

Readers are encouraged to 
contribute articles and we also 

encourage you to air your views on
things that interest or concern you within

our community.  
We certainly welcome feedback from you,
positive or otherwise on anything that is

published in 
The Granite News

“I decided I shouldn’t delay anymore.
Even if the flood was not coming, it
was just a matter of a single day’s

classes.”

Rajendra Dawadi
Principal of Tribhuvan Trishuli

Secondary School 
Nawakot - Nepal

who evacuated his school & saved
the lives of 900 students & staff

Month Highlands

August 112.7 mm

2026 Total 695.8 mm

Rainy Days 15 days



What's On - September 2026

Monday 7  Sept.
@ 1pm

th CRAFTERNOON                                                                                             @ Ruffy Hall
BYO craft projects & plate to share.                             Enquiries? Gabriele 0402 335 840

Details?
See p.12

Saturday 12
Sept. 9-noon

th

ORGANIC COMPOST COLLECTION                                               @ end of Yorston Rd

Saturday 12
Sept. @ 5pm

th

RUFFARTZ - CON KALAMARAS - MUSIC & A GREEK FEAST                  @ Ruffy Hall 

NB NEW
Date

Sunday 13
Sept. @ 4.30pm

th

TERIP TERIP REC RESERVE AGM - Everyone is welcome.        @ Terip Rec Reserve

Details?
See p.11

Sunday 13
Sept. 10-2

th

UPTON HILL - LANDSCAPING FOR BUSHFIRES - Free Lunch        @ Upton Hill CFA

Details?
See p.11

Sunday 13
Sept. @ 8.30am

th

SUICIDE AWARENESS WALK                              Commencing @ Yea Railway Station

Monday 14
Sept. @ 11am

th HIGHLANDS-CAVEAT SPINNING GROUP                               @ 450 Caveat-Dropmore
Rd Tea, coffee, hugs and friendship still available to all.                 Jan & Ruby 5790 4361

Details?
See p.4

Sunday 14
Sept. @ 7pm

th

RUFFY COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP - everyone is invited                      @ Ruffy Hall

Wednesday 16
Sept. @ 7pm

th

HCCC - MONTHLY MEETING - everyone is welcome                  @ Highlands Hall/Hub

Details?
See p.8

Saturday 19
Sept. 1-2.30pm

th

PAINTING REVCOVERY - Watercolour Field Trip                        commencing @ Ruffy

Tuesdays 
10.30 - 2

CAKE & CUPPA - all welcome every week                                                   @ Ruffy Hall

Mondays @ 9.30
Thursdays @ 9

MAT PILATES with Mel                                                                          @ Highlands Hall
Bring your own mat/towel and water bottle. Cost $20          Enquiries?  Mel 0498 643 608

Tuesdays 
@ 5.30pm

MAT PILATES with Anastasia                                                               @ Highlands Hall 
Bring your own mat/towel and water bottle. Cost $15 Enquiries? Anastasia 0436 428065

Sundays 
@ 11am

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY GATHERING                             @ 44 Yorston Rd, Highlands
This is a non-denominational meeting, Everyone is welcome to this calm, compassionate
and open environment. Tea, coffee & lunch provided.       Enquires? John - 0425 840999

Every Second
Wednesday
10-30-12.30

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                   @ Highlands Community Hall 
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight.
Why not pop in?      Forthcoming dates 16th & 30th Sept. and 14  & 28  Oct.th th

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/murrindindi-shire-council-business-breakfast-alexandra-tickets-1983041649957


Tablelands Community Centre Garden Renewal Workshop – What a Day!

The Tablelands Community Centre Garden Renewal Workshop, held on Sunday 30th August, was a
resounding success!
People travelled from all across the Tablelands, and even as far away as Griffith, NSW, to lend a hand.
They arrived with tools, wheelbarrows and plenty of enthusiasm — but most importantly, they brought an
incredible sense of positivity, generosity and joy.

Despite shovelling what seemed like endless mounds of mulch, the laughter and cheerful banter continued
throughout the day. It was wonderful to see so many people working together to breathe new life into our
garden and community space.

And what a beautiful day Ruffy provided! Calm, wind-free conditions and glorious sunshine made the
perfect setting for a day of gardening, connection and community.

The day finished with a well-earned celebratory barbecue, with Peter Bridges expertly manning our new
barbecue on its maiden run. It certainly received a good workout!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came along and contributed. The transformation is already amazing,
and it simply would not have been possible without the generosity of our community and friends from
further afield.
A very special thank you to:

Lou Costa from Nature by Design and her family
Cath Olive from Euroa Arboretum
Millie Ross from Gardening Australia
Councillor Laura Binks, for her respectful Acknowledgement of Country before the Taungurung flag was
reinstated.

Your support, knowledge, hard work and encouragement mean so much to us.

The day was a wonderful reminder of what can be achieved when people come together. 
Ruffy recovery activities are supported by the Victorian Government and Strathbogie Shire Council

Regards Cheryl Kearney
Secretary TCC



DANGEROUS TREES and what to do about them.

The Highlands and District Community Recovery Association formed a working
group around Dangerous trees. They have found that a much more expedient
response is obtained by logging the concerns through the Snap, Send, Solve
App where you can record the exact location and include photos and a
description. 
If you have any trees you are concerned about please use the App or you can
let Alex Bauer know by phoning 0432 809 263 . Please note: the App can be
used for other hazards such as potholes, animals on the road, dumped
rubbish, graffiti, roadside blackberries, etc.

NB: The promised Tree Matrix has issues and will be included in TGN...soon.

DON’T FORGET.....
the Granite News has a traditional ‘rest’ over the term school holidays for 2 weeks. 

Due to extenuating circumstances this hasn’t happened for the last two breaks however
the Editor is intending to take both weeks off - 27th September and 4th October - this
time around. That leaves just 2 more weeks to get any articles, ads, fliers etc into TGN

before the hiatus so please plan ahead with your timelines and publicity.
The last Granite News for this term will be Sunday 20  September.th

A gentle reminder to all...

Articles, ads and anything else need
to be received by the Editor by

Thursday evening to ensure
inclusion in the next issue of TGN.

Please send items in the smallest,
editable format possible and in either

.jpg or .png format NOT .pdfs.

Thank you.

SAVE THE DATE 
Coffee Cart on site Ruffy Hall

9.30am - 12 Sunday 20th September at Ruffy Hall. 

Enjoy fresh coffee with an egg and bacon roll. 
Bring your neighbour.

Meet your new Recovery Committee Team members.
FREE EVENT

Ruffy Community Meeting
The Ruffy Community Action Group warmly invites all

community members to join us for a community meeting.
Monday, 14th September 2026

 7.00 pm
 Ruffy Hall

This is an opportunity for our community to come together to:
Share ideas and suggestions
Raise concerns
Discuss issues affecting the Ruffy community

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to seeing you
there!

Enquires contact the Secretary Cheryl on: 0409 019763 

Spring is for Gardening
 and what a lineup of great events
there is - see p.13 for all that is on

offer.

Also on offer are seats on the bus to
Alowyn Gardens on the 16  Sept.th

BUT 
they are filling fast!

Don’t be disappointed - BOOK NOW



📅 WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK AT THE HUB 📅
MONDAY SEP 7th
9:30am  Mat Pilates with Mel
Details: $20 per session. Open to all fitness levels. Please bring a mat and water bottle.
Bookings: Call or text Mel on 0498 643 608.

TUESDAY SEP 8th
5:30pm Weekly Mat Pilates with Anastasia
Where: Highlands Hall
Details: $15 per session. Open to all fitness levels. Please bring a mat and water bottle.
Enquiries: Call Anastasia on 0436 428 065.

WEDNESDAY SEP 9th
 10am - 2pm PCC Emergency Recovery Team & GV FamilyCare
Details: On-site support for grants, paperwork, family services, and legal/financial navigation.

 10am - 2pm Rural Outreach Support with Ivan Lister
Details: Drop in for a cuppa and confidential chat or trauma-informed support. Anonymous referrals welcome.

THURSDAY SEP 10th
9am Mat Pilates with Mel
Details: $20 per session. Open to all fitness levels. Please bring a mat and water bottle.
Bookings: Call or text Mel on 0498 643 608.

SATURDAY SEP 12th
9am - noon Organic Compost Collection  See p.?? for more information
Where: End of Yorston Rd (next to the cattle yards)
Details: $30 per load (limit 1 per person). Single axle trailers and utes only due to access. Hand-loading is
welcome at your leisure, but machinery/operator loading has limited availability.

Firewood Working Bee Update (Tallarook)
Details: If you can spare a couple of hours or need to load up firewood, head down to join Sam and the team.
Extra muscle is always appreciated! (Note: This event depends on numbers and may move to monthly. If you are
in need, please call Sam).
Contact: Call or text Sam on 0439 695 632.

                                                                                                                                                    The Editor lives in
                                                                                                                                                               hope....

SAVE THE DATE!

AFL Grand Final Broadcast Live at Highlands Hall
Details: Join us to watch the big game! Lunch provided (TBC) and BYO drinks. More details to come soon.    

** Apologies to Carolyn Rogers whose name was inadvertently omitted from last week’s list of new
committee members for the Highlands & District Community Recovery Association. 

                                Thank you Carolyn for your ongoing commitment to your local community. **                                       

*** Printed copies of TGN are now available from the box beside the notice board outside the hub ***
Contact: Andrea Bauer 0417 369 225



RUFFY HALL WEEKLY UPDATE
This update is also available at ruffy.com.au click on Ruffy Mechanics Hall.

Don’’t forget to BOOK YOUR EVENT booking details below

SAVE THESE DATES

COFFEE VAN IN RUFFY! 
Yippee, come along and enjoy a freshly made coffee with an egg and bacon roll, delicious!
To celebrate your newly formed Ruffy Community Recovery Committee (CRC), join us for a casual community
brekky/morning tea. Drop in to meet the committee, put faces to names, and open the door for community
feedback and conversation. Everyone welcome.  FREE EVENT
Sunday, 20th September, 9:30 am – 12:00 pm

SLEEP WORKSHOP - wear your pyjamas (just kidding!)
Come along and find out why we are all awake at 3am and what we can do about it!
FREE workshop followed by a PIZZA Night, yum, yum. 
Friday 9th October Workshop 4.30pm-6pm Pizza 6-8.30pm     ALL WELCOME
 

REGULAR EVENTS

TCC CRAFTERNOON this month is on Monday 7th of September 1pm. 
Enjoy conversation and inspiration in good company with like-minded crafty folk while you work on your latest
project by the fire. Everyone welcome.

QIGONG (Chee-gong) with INGRID
Ingrid is offering another FREE Qigong session on Tuesday 8th September 2pm in the Hall. 
Come along and enjoy beautifully guided movement, music & breath. Everyone welcome, come and join us, wear
loose clothes. Contact Ingrid 0456 720498

TUESDAY CUPPA AND CAKE
Every Tuesday there’s a delicious morning tea and lots of chat. Join us for a cosy chat by the fire. Everyone
welcome. Agencies and services also visit 10am - 2pm

FRIDAY DINNERS
Dinners are being coordinated by Brad Moody (0439 364 993) Brad is very happy for other groups to offer a
dinner, please give him one week’s notice if you would like to do something. 

No dinner on Friday 11th September. Greek Feast instead with live Greek Music on Saturday 12th. 

HALL BOOKINGS TO DATE
SEPTEMBER
Every Tuesday          Cuppa, Cake & Chat plus Services                    10.30am-2pm
Monday            7        TCC Crafternoon, Cosy craft by the Fire           1 pm
Tuesday           8        Community Recovery Committee                      6 pm
Thursday        10       TCC meeting                                                       Midday
Saturday         12       RuffArtZ Greek Feast with live Greek music     8 pm
Sunday           13       CFA Research Interviews                                   10am - 8pm
Monday          14       RCAG Meeting (C. Kearney 0409 0197663)     7pm
Monday          14       CFA Research Interviews                                    10am - 8pm
Tuesday         15       CFA Research Interviews                                    10am - 8pm
Friday             18       Community Dinner Pot Luck                               6 pm
Sunday           20       Coffee Cart, Egg & Bacon Rolls meet CRC       9.30am-12
Friday             25        AFL Grand Final Community Dinner                  6 pm
Saturday         26       Recreation Reserve Catering                             7am-9am
Sunday           27       Recreation Reserve Catering                             7am-9am

OCTOBER
Every Tuesday          Cuppa, Cake & Chat plus Services                   10.30am-2pm
Friday             2         Pot Luck                                                               6 pm
Monday          5         Crafternoon                                                         1pm
Friday             9         Sleep Workshop                                                 4.30pm
Friday             9         Pizza Night                                                          6pm
Saturday      31         TCC Stella Day Out Writers Festival                 All Day

BOOKINGS: Bill Eddy 0428 326 567 or Judy Eddy 0459 291 946 email j.eddy29@bigpond.com
PLEASE LEAVE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS SO THAT YOUR BOOKING CAN BE CONFIRMED

http://ruffy.com.au/
mailto:j.eddy29@bigpond.com


Want to be heard - now is your chance

Between 12-15 September, researchers will be in Ruffy and Euroa to speak with residents who were
affected by the Jan 2026 bushfires and those who were impacted by the emergency warnings sent out.
Please register so we can all learn from our collective experiences.

You can register using:
- The QR code on the attached flyer
- Go to this link and click on "register to participate" down the bottom: 
                      Longwood- East | Bushfire experiences and community feedback | Engage CFA
- Or email Paula directly on paula.dootson@qut.edu.au. 





Letter to the Editor

A warm welcome to the new HADCRA
Management Committee. Thank you to each
member for stepping forward to support HADCRA’s
next chapter and contribute to the ongoing
recovery, resilience and future of the Highlands
community.
 
A heartfelt thank you to Andrea, Hannah, John,
Kate and Vicki for their care, dedication and
commitment to the Highlands community over the
past eight months. Their contribution during a
challenging period of recovery has helped bring the
community together and establish a strong
foundation for HADCRA’s future. Their time, energy
and compassion are greatly appreciated.

Abby Eager
Fire Recovery Officer - Mitchell Shire Council

Watercolour Painting Recovery - More details...
Join artist Ann Cremean for a beginners watercolour
field trip to observe and paint the landscape as it
recovers from fire.

We will specifically focus on the ways that trees are
regenerating, taking inspiration from the fresh wattle
saplings and the epicormic growth on big ancient gums.
The vivid colours of spring against blackened trunks will
make for some unique and memorable paintings, and
serve as a reminder of the incredible resilience of our
local landscape.

Take some time for deep observation. Beginners are
very welcome, and all materials and afternoon tea will
be supplied.
This field trip is limited to 12 participants, so book
promptly to avoid disappointment.



Provide your feedback on Council’s Draft Municipal Recovery Plan 
Murrindindi Shire Council is inviting community members to help shape the next phase of recovery by providing
feedback on the Draft Murrindindi Municipal Recovery Plan for the January 2026 Bushfires.
Feedback closes on Thursday 17 September 2026.
 
Recovery began immediately after the fires and has continued since. Communities, volunteers, local halls and
recovery hubs, Council, government agencies and service providers have worked together to support affected people
and restore access to roads and properties, reopen key community facilities and provide practical recovery assistance.
The draft Plan builds on this work and reflects feedback gathered through recovery hubs, community meetings,
recovery groups and direct engagement with affected residents over recent months. It also serves as a public record of
the impacts of the January 2026 fires and provides a framework for medium and longer-term recovery across the
Shire.
It includes actions for people and wellbeing, buildings and infrastructure, agriculture, business and the visitor economy,
environment and biodiversity, Aboriginal culture and healing, and communication and advocacy.
 
The January fires caused deep and lasting impacts across Murrindindi Shire. One person lost his life, around 1,600
private properties were affected, and 217 homes were destroyed. Farms, livestock, wildlife, businesses, roads,
bridges, the Great Victorian Rail Trail and the natural environment were also lost or severely damaged.
 
Mayor Cr Damien Gallagher said the draft Plan was an important opportunity to ensure the longer-term recovery effort
reflects community priorities.
“Recovery did not start with this Plan and it will not end with it. An enormous amount of recovery work has taken place
since January, led by fire-affected communities, volunteers, Council, agencies and recovery partners. 
“This Plan is about listening carefully to what people have lived through, what they are still carrying, and what practical
support is needed now and into the future,” Cr Gallagher said.
 
Council is asking people to check whether the Plan reflects their priorities, local needs and practical barriers.
Feedback can be as detailed or as simple as people choose.
 
The Plan proposes that the Murrindindi Municipal Recovery Committee, which currently includes a range of
government agencies, be expanded to include six community representatives. 
These representatives will be appointed through an Expression of Interest process and will provide a link between the
community and Council.
The Plan also proposes regular updates on recovery actions at quarterly Council meetings. Community members can
continue to contact their local Councillor with any concerns or feedback about recovery efforts.
“Community representatives and local recovery groups will help us understand whether actions are making a practical
difference, identify emerging needs and adjust our approach as circumstances change,” said Cr Gallagher.
 
People can read the draft Plan and provide feedback through Council’s engagement website at
www.theloop.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/draftrecoveryplan.
 
Feedback can be provided online, at pop-ups, through established community groups across the fire-impacted area, or
by attending online information sessions.
Come and chat to us in person at:
· Alexandra Library, 7 September 2026, 9.30am – 12.30pm 
· Yea Library, 10 September 2026, 9.30am – 12.30pm
· Kinglake Library, 15 September 2026, 1pm – 4pm
 
· Online sessions on 9 September 2026, 1pm – 2pm and 6pm – 7pm.
 
Printed copies of the Plan and printed feedback forms will also be available at the Yea and Alexandra Council offices.
 
Cr Gallagher said Council understood that providing feedback may be difficult for some people, particularly where the
fires continue to affect daily life.
“Some people may want to share a lot, and others may only want to tell us one thing that would make a difference.
Both are valuable,” Cr Gallagher said.
“The most important thing is that community members are heard respectfully, and that their feedback helps guide
recovery decisions, advocacy and communication in the months and years ahead.”
 
Council will consider all feedback before the final Plan is presented to a Council meeting later this year. It will publish a
What We Heard Report explaining the main themes, what changed and why some matters could not change.









Reserved for 
de Maria &
Associates

                                                              

Bushfire 
Casualty

The Granite News is widely distributed on the lands of the Taungurung clans - First People of the Rivers and Mountains. 

We thank the Taungurung ancestors and elders who, for millennia, have cared for this country on which we now live, work & play. 
May the current generations of Taungurung, HCCC residents & landowners continue this important custodianship into the future.     

Donation from 
supporters of our local

Platypus

Donated by Friends of Yellow Box 
(Eucalyptus Meliodora)

Donated by supporters of the
magnificent King Parrots

For all your livestock needs (sheep, 
cattle, spot spraying)

 No job to big or small. Competitive pricing.
 Please contact David on 0417 150113

Brought to you by a little 
antechinus 

living in a hollow near you. 
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