
HCCC Soil Carbon Project Update 
 

Soil pit field day 
 

A soil pit demonstration day was held in June on two farms: one at Tarcombe Herefords and the 

other at Lawson’s farm in Highlands. 

Soil testing was conducted on these farms in early May to measure the amount of carbon, nutrients, 

and pH of the soil to a depth of 30 cm. 

The results of these test were presented at the field day and discussions were held over lunch at the 

Hayes shearing shed. 

The focus of the field day was to explain the results of the soil sampling in terms of management 

practices and how carbon levels and soil productivity can be improved through refinement of these 

management practices. 

To build soil carbon and improve soil health and productivity it is important to address any 

underlying constraints such as soil acidity, compaction, or other chemical, physical, or biological 

barriers. building soil carbon is dependent on overall good soil health. 

Soil pits allow participants to view soils from a different perspective and to visually see some of the 

limitations of their soils and how these limitations impact on factors such as root growth, water 

movement and biological activity. The pits provide real life learning scenarios to help explain the 

often-complex relationships that exist between chemical, physical, and biological factors. 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure 1 Dr Cassandra Schefe 

 

Figure 2 Looking at the soil profile 

 

Figure 3 Measuring pH 

The field day was led by Dr Cassandra Schefe, CPSS 

Soil Scientist / Co-owner - AgriSci Pty Ltd 

Honorary Fellow - The University of Melbourne 

Adjunct Senior Research Fellow – Charles Sturt University 



With special thanks to the Hayes and Lawson’s for allowing the HCCC to dig these pits on their farm 

and participating in this project. 

 

 

All three farms participating in the project have signs outside the property to publicise 

the work 

 

 

Worksop forum conducted at Ruffy 
 

Notice of meeting in the Granite News 

 

The presentation by David and Cassie covered the following 



• The brief overview of the project 

• The work to date 

• Soiling sampling for background nutrients 

• Soil sampling for carbon in line with requirements for carbon trading 

• Detailing of the work plan for each farm 

• General discussions on soil carbon and the requirements for carbon trading 

• Benefits of high carbon in relation to soil fertility and returns to farms 

Presentation slides 
 

 



 

 

 

      

              

           

                              

                    

                  

    

      

                       

    



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


