
“When you think about it it's not a
bad way to live - to remember your

life by your dogs.”

Markus Zusak 

Australian author of
Three Wild Dogs

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum. 

Readers are encouraged to 
contribute articles and we also 

encourage you to air your views on
things that interest or concern you within

our community.  
We certainly welcome feedback from you,
positive or otherwise on anything that is

published in 
The Granite News

Welcome, Wumindjika & G’day  
                                   
Don't forget this is the last issue of The Granite News before the
traditional fortnightly break - returning to an inbox near you on
Sunday 20th April.

With the Easter holidays in the middle of this break please drive
safely and watch out for drivers, unfamiliar with country driving, on
our local roads during this time. Everyone should arrive home safely.

Also, please note that the last ad space on the back page has
become available for any reader wanting to advertise their business
or altruistically support this excellent community newsletter. At just
$250 for a year - email editor@tgn.org.au if you are interested.

Please read on for another interesting issue, Pauline
And Kenny?  Was checking out the feral blackberry infestation.
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Feedback?    editor@tgn.org.au
or to subscribe on-line go to

www.hccclandcare.net.au

The Granite News - serving the communities of Caveat, Highlands,
Hughes Creek, Ruffy, Tarcombe, Terip Terip & Whiteheads Creek.

Did you know?
April is Citizen Science Month.

Which means everyone, who doesn't
have a B.Sc after their name, has a
chance to assist with all sorts of ongoing
science projects. Getting involved is easy
– all you need is access to the internet as
there are a number of websites dedicated
to connecting citizens with science
projects. 
Popular websites for finding citizen
science projects include SciStarter,
iNaturalist, eBird and Zooniverse.

WANTED
For the Highlands Community Hall

 *Foldable Table Tennis Table*
Please call Robyn - 0409 528235
if you have one to sell or donate

🏓🏓🏓🏓🏓🏓🏓🏓🏓🏓🏓

Hughes Creek Catchment Collaborative
leaps into 21  C technologyst

The next meeting of the HCCC (Thursday 1  May) will see
a new, innovative way of engaging more residents and
landholders in important discussions about Landcare.

st

For the first time attendance at the meeting can be via

in the comfort of your own home - more details to follow...



What's On - March, April & May 2025

Mon. 31st
March @ 1pm

RUFFY VEGE GROWERS CLUB                                                          See p.8 for details
Meeting at the Tablelands Community Centre for a garden tour  Enquiries? 0458 904268

Friday 4th
April 6pm >>

FIRST FRIDAY of the MONTH                                     @ Tablelands Community Centre
It’s time to put the fun back into Friday nights!                                                    
                                                              Enquiries? 0427 690970 or tccruffy@gmail.com

Friday 11th
Apr. @ 6.30pm

DRINKS on the DECK                                                        @ Highlands Community Hall
Bring food to share and catch up with friends old and new. All welcome, especially new
faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.                               Contact Paula 0419 551882

Details?
See p.8

Fri. 11th & Sat
12th Apr. @ 7 THE LAST STAND - GREATER GLIDER SPOTTO                                         near Caveat

Monday 14th
April @ 11am 

HIGHLANDS SPINNERS                                                       @ 450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd
Tea, coffee, friendship and laughs will be in plenty.     Enquiries? Jan & Ruby 5790 4361

Sunday 20
April

th
THE GRANITE NEWS RETURNS - send your articles, ads and anything else by 17/4.

Thurs. 24th
Apr. @ 5.30pm

SECRET MEN'S BUSINESS                                                                  @ Caveat Church
All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards BBQ, BYO & chat.

Sunday 27th
April @ 10am

HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS WALKS                          meet @ Highlands Community Hall
Everyone is welcome to come and explore our stunning local area. 
                                                 Enquiries? Andrew 0437 249038 or Robyn 0409 528235

Thurs 1  May
@ 7.00pm

st

HCCC MONTHLY MEETING  All Welcome - in person or via ZOOM          @ TCCC Ruffy

Every Second
Wednesday
10-30-12.30

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                    @ Highlands Community Hall
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why
not pop in?  Forthcoming dates are 2nd, 16th & 30th April and 14th & 28th May.

Every Monday
@ 6pm

MAT PILATES with ANASTASIA                                      @ Highlands Community Hall
BYO own mat and water bottle - Cost $15 cash                           Enquiries? 0436 428065

1st & 3rd
Tuesdays  1-3

DIGITAL & ON-LINE LEARNING                                          @ TCC, 27 Nolans Rd, Ruffy
1st & 15th April and 6th & 20th May                                    Enquiries? Bob - 0480 348788

2nd & 4th
Sundays 

ST DAVID'S UNITING CHURCH - TERIP RUFFY
2nd Sunday 11.15am Pastor Scott Leslie  / 4th Sunday 11am Morning tea & Study group

Mon 8.45-9.45am 
CUSTOM YOGA is BACK with Ingrid                  at the Tablelands Community Centre
$25 per hour long class BYO mat and blanket    Enquiries? Ingrid ingstar.7@gmail.com
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 Are you interested in adding to the 
 

 i Natutaliste's 
environmental knowledge base of the local HCCC area?

If YES then download the App now, follow the instructions for use and start recording our unique natural
wonders of both fauna and flora. It's an incredibly valuable resource.

Flying Ant Day - Did you notice it?
Each autumn, there comes a moment when we suddenly notice that the ground is crawling with large-winged
ants.
Then the air seems to be full of them and we find ourselves ducking and diving, trying not to get them in our
mouths or hair when riding the farm motorbike or push bike.

So, what causes this simultaneous taking to the air, and is there really such a thing as Flying Ant Day?

This annual swarming event usually occurs in February or March and coincides with a period of hot and humid
weather. Winged ants appear at slightly different times around Ruffy, are associated with rain and their activity
prompts farmers to dream of an autumn break.

Many people find it startling seeing an ant swarm flying around their home. Flying ants are often mistaken for
termites and can cause alarm to those unaware of what is going on, the urge to spray them with fly spray is
great but unnecessary.

Prior to swarming, ants are going about their everyday business and living in a colony in a nest. Many different
species of garden ants nest in dry soil. You'll often find them in flower beds and lawns, and under paving slabs
or stones. Patios are a favoured location. They are common in almost any dry, open area that is warmed by the
sun including gardens, grasslands and bushland.
In the few weeks before the swarming event happens, you may see heaps of soil appearing above the nests.

An ant colony can only expand so much. At some point a new queen will need to strike out on her own to begin
a new colony. She needs to meet and mate with 
a male from a different colony and find a new 
area in which to start building her nest. Growing 
wings and flying enables her to do this.

Flying ants are known as alates, so each year 
alates emerge from nests and take flight. They 
aren't interested in people or picnics - they are 
just looking for a mate. The large-winged 
females and the smaller winged males are often 
seen flying joined together. This is known as the 
nuptial flight.

These flying insects may seem annoying to 
some people, but their tunnelling activities play a 
vital role in improving soil quality.

Their swarming events also provide a vital food 
resource for many species of birds like swifts 
and swallows.

Janet Hagen
HCCC Landcare Facilitator







Did someone say Election?
As most readers of The Granite News would know TGN is an apolitical publication and as such does

not offer political opinion or accept advertising of a political nature.

It does however aim to inform its readers and to assist with understanding matters affecting our local
communities and the wider world.

To that end there are not one but two Meet the Candidate meetings being held just south of the HCCC
area in Alexandra and Yea on Sunday 27  April.th

All constituents of Indi are invited to come along and meet the candidates standing for election on 
May 3rd.

Federal Election Candidates’
Forum - Indi 2025

What matters to you and your family? 
What matters to Eildon and

Murrindindi? 
What matters to Australia?

Hear from the candidates standing
for election in May

Ask questions on things that matter
to you

On Sunday 27th April 2025, from 2pm to 4 pm,
there will be a Candidates’ Forum for the
electorate of Indi at the Alexandra Shire Hall.

Watch out for posters with candidate names over
the next month.

In order to give the audience comparison, each
candidate will be asked to address the following
two questions as part of their opening 5-minute
address.

Question 1: What are the measures you propose
for Australia to meet its energy needs, while at the
same time meeting its emission reduction targets
for 2030 and 2050 under the international Paris
Climate Agreement?

Question 2: What policies do you propose to
address the issues associated with the youth of
our country being currently so disadvantaged?

Following this, candidates will answer questions
from the audience, both in the Hall and listening
and texting in via UGFM.

The formal event will end around 4pm, when
there will be an opportunity to chat to candidates
over a cup of tea.

This is a free event. Everyone is welcome and the
organisers anticipate a polite discussion at all
times.
Enquiries? Contact the organisers: 
RAR Alexandra and MCN c/-
bevdick3903@gmail.com

MOST IMPORTANT !!
If you are a new resident of the Indi electorate, 
or for that matter any other electorate (as The
Granite News is read across borders) don't
forget to register your new address with the

Australian Electoral Commission (AEC)

https://www.aec.gov.au/

by Monday 7  Aprilth

so you are eligible to vote!





FREE to a good home
I have two sheep to give away

good lawnmowers.  
Rob 0411 880024.

RUFFY VEGE GROWERS 
The next Ruffy Veggie Growers gathering
is Monday 31st March. 

We are planning a trip to have a look at both
the community gardens in Violet Town and
Euroa with a shared picnic in the Violet Town
park. 

Meeting at the Tablelands Community
Centre at 1pm to facilitate carpooling. 

Please bring a chair or picnic rug.      
New members always welcome     

Enquiries Cheryl 0409 019763.

For Sale
Exercise bike. $60.00.

Home gym. Weider Pro2000 brand
(as new condition) $300.00.

Punching bag (Fenech brand) with
2 pairs boxing gloves (also Fenech

brand) sizes Large & Small

Good condition. $150.00.

Phone: 0412 074571



Reserved for 
de Maria &
Associates

                                                              

This space needs
a sponsor...

Is it YOU?

The Granite News is widely distributed on the lands of the Taungurung clans - First People of the Rivers and Mountains. 

We thank the Taungurung ancestors and elders who, for millennia, have cared for this country on which we now live, work, play
and grow. 

May the current generations of Taungurung, HCCC residents & landowners continue this important custodianship into the future.     

Donation from 
supporters of our local

Platypus

Donated by Friends of Yellow Box 
(Eucalyptus Meliodora)

Donated by supporters of the
magnificent King Parrots

For all your livestock needs (sheep, 
cattle, spot spraying)

 No job to big or small. Competitive pricing.
 Please contact David on 0417 150113


