
Welcome, Wumindjika & G’day  

Did you know that Sunday 27  July is National Tree Day? No? Well
read on. Planet Ark's National Tree Day started in 1996 and has
grown into Australia's largest community tree planting and nature
care event.

th

It's a call to action for all Australians to get their hands dirty and give
back to the community.
While every day can be Tree Day, the dedicated celebration of
Schools Tree Day and National Tree Day has been held on the last
Friday and Sunday in July for the last 30 years! Why not plant a tree
or several this weekend? Here are a few excellent ideas as to why...

Trees act as the lungs of the planet through photosynthesis - the
conversion of carbon dioxide to oxygen. In fact, it’s estimated
that Australian forests store 22 billion tonnes of carbon within
their trunks, roots and the surrounding soil. Just four trees can
store the equivalent carbon as a car produces in an entire year.
As well as producing the oxygen we breathe, trees also help to
purify our air by removing fine particles and pollutants.
Ever wonder why the air can get so misty over forests? Trees
form an important part of the weather cycle. It’s estimated that
40% of rainfall over land happens because of water vapour that
is released back into the atmosphere by trees.
As they grow, trees also drive their roots deep into the ground,
helping to stabilise the dirt around them, stopping soil erosion
and reducing the impacts of landslides and flooding.
As well as providing us with shelter and shade and growing
many of the foods and medicines we need to live, trees have
also been found to purify our water and protect us from heat and
infectious diseases.
They are also proven to be good for our mental health. Spending
time among trees and nature has been proven to help boost our
mood and reduce depression and anxiety.
Many of our iconic animals, like koalas, possums, fruit bats and
birds, eat different parts of trees as part of their diets. They also
use trees and forests for shelter by building their homes in
branches and tree hollows.
It’s estimated that over 700 

      threatened animal species 
      across Australia depend in 
      some way on forests.
(WWF - Why Trees are important)

Please read on for another interesting issue, Pauline
And Kenny? Was in plain view next to the Watsonia - aahh editing.

“Three out of 4 voices in my head
want to sleep. The other one wants
to know if penguins have knees.”

Anon

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum. 

Readers are encouraged to 
contribute articles and we also 

encourage you to air your views on
things that interest or concern you within

our community.  
We certainly welcome feedback from you,
positive or otherwise on anything that is

published in 
The Granite News
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Feedback?    editor@tgn.org.au
or to subscribe on-line go to
www.hccclandcare.net.au

The Granite News - serving the communities of Caveat, Highlands,
Hughes Creek, Ruffy, Tarcombe, Terip Terip & Whiteheads Creek.

SOFTWOOD comes
from non-flowering trees
known as Gymnosperms
including evergreen
conifers like radiata,
cypress, hoop and pencil
pine.

Softwood has a lower
density and is used for
things like packaging,
newspapers, window
frames and doors.

Did you know?



What's On - July & August 2025

Sunday 27
July @ 10am

th HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS WALK                             meet @ Highlands Community Hall
Everyone is welcome to come and explore our stunning local area. 
Supported by HCCC               Enquiries? Andrew 0437 249038 or Robyn 0409 528235

Monday 28th
July @ 1.30 RUFFY VEGE CLUB GATHERING                                        @ 152 Maggies Lane, Ruffy

Thurs.31st
July @ 5.30pm

SECRET MEN'S BUSINESS                                                                  @ Caveat Church
All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards BBQ, BYO & chat.

Friday 1st
Aug. 6pm >>

FIRST FRIDAY of the MONTH                                     @ Tablelands Community Centre
It’s time to put the fun back into Friday nights!                                                    
                                                              Enquiries? 0427 690970 or tccruffy@gmail.com

Sat 2nd
August @ 6pm HIGHLANDS BOOK GROUP                                             @ Highlands Community Hall

Sat. 2nd Aug.
@ 7 pm EUCHRE CARDS NIGHT   Due to numerous requests - it's BACK! @ Terip Rec Reserve

Monday 4th
Aug.  @ 1pm

CRAFTERNOON @ RUFFY                                         @ Tablelands Community Centre
Come enjoy some creative company and craft the afternoon away. Gabriele 0402 335840

Fri. 8th Aug.
@ 6.30pm

DRINKS on the DECK                                                        @ Highlands Community Hall
Bring food to share and catch up with friends old and new. All welcome, especially new
faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.                               Contact Paula 0419 551882

Mon. 11  Aug.
@ 4.30pm

th LONGWOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AGM                                         @ TCC Ruffy
Everyone is welcome.                                                 Enquiries? robjamo54@gmail.com

Every Second
Wednesday
10-30-12.30

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                    @ Highlands Community Hall
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why
not pop in?  Forthcoming dates are 7  & 21  August.th st

Every Monday
@ 6pm

MAT PILATES with ANASTASIA                                      @ Highlands Community Hall
BYO own mat and water bottle - Cost $15 cash                           Enquiries? 0436 428065

1st & 3rd
Tuesdays  1-3

DIGITAL & ON-LINE LEARNING                                          @ TCC, 27 Nolans Rd, Ruffy 
     Just resting until September                                       Enquiries? Bob - 0480 348788

2nd & 4th
Sundays 

ST DAVID'S UNITING CHURCH - TERIP RUFFY
2nd Sunday 11.15am Pastor Scott Leslie  / 4th Sunday 11am Morning tea & Study group

Mon 8.45-9.45am 
CUSTOM YOGA is BACK with Ingrid                  at the Tablelands Community Centre
$25 per hour long class BYO mat and blanket    Enquiries? Ingrid ingstar.7@gmail.com
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Ruffy Vege Club
The next Veggie club gathering is

scheduled for

Monday 28th of July 
at Barb and Andrew’s garden 

152 Maggie’s Lane Ruffy at 1:30 pm. 

Please bring something to share for
afternoon tea. 

New Members welcome.
 
Enquires Cheryl 0409 019763.

GET ONE BEFORE THEY ALL GO!!
The Tablelands Community Centre, with generous support from Strathbogie Shire Council’s Circular Economy
Organics Fund delivered by Sustainability Victoria, has created a Community Garden Perpetual Calendar.

The Calendar is designed as a desk calendar for gardeners to create an ongoing record of outcomes in their
patch throughout the seasons. The Calendar features artwork by Janet Hagen as well as planting information
and tasks for each month compiled by local Ruffy gardeners.

These would make a great gift for those developing their growing skills and experienced gardeners alike.

The Calendar is on sale for 
just $10.00 with all proceeds 
assisting the Tablelands 
Community Centre and can be 
purchased by either popping 
into the 
TCC to see Fiona on 
a Tuesday or contacting 
Cheryl on 0409 01973.

What a GREAT Christmas 
present, it's never too soon to
start shopping. I got one!   Ed. 





 Are you interested in adding to the 
 i Natutaliste's 

environmental knowledge base of the local HCCC area?

If YES then download the App now, follow the instructions for use and start recording our unique natural
wonders of both fauna and flora. It's an incredibly valuable resource.

ENCOURAGING POLLINATORS ON YOUR PROPERTY - Part #3
Reduce Chemical Use
Insecticides, fungicides and herbicides all affect the health of bees, bee colonies and native pollinators.
Herbicides can impact pollinators by reducing the availability and diversity of flora and removing vegetation that
helps support insect life. Some herbicides can also harm the beneficial microbes in the insect gut. In many
circumstances beneficial insects will, in healthy numbers, help control pest insects - ultimately reducing the need
for insecticide use.

When chemical pest control is unavoidable, select products that are least harmful for pollinators 
and apply insecticides in the evening or at night when pollinators are not active.   

Always use according to directions, especially for withholding periods and notify beekeepers 
a few days before spraying chemicals so that beehives can be safely relocated away from
harm.

Safeguard the BEES!
The best way to ''save the bees’ and protect our pollinators is to create an abundance of diverse 
habitat - from the ground up! There is much interest in keeping a beehive to promote pollinators, but 
there are serious legal and biosecurity responsibilities that must be considered, and that the introduction of a
beehive does not displace existing native pollinators and insects. Be a friend of pollinators and say it with
flowers!                                                                                                                

Have YOU been to a Crafternoon yet?
The Ruffy craft afternoon is a wonderful edition to the Tablelands Community Centre offerings. They have been
meeting on the first Monday of each month at 1pm and are enjoying learning all sorts of new skills with lively
conversation and many a good laugh throughout the afternoon. 

It has been really inspiring to see the projects others undertake and how readily they share their knowledge and
skills. New members are always welcome. 

Next session is on the 4th of August from 1pm -at the TCC 27 Nolan’s Road Ruffy. 
📞 phone 0402 335840 for more information



ADVANCE NOTICE - DATE for YOUR DIARY

Creighton’s Creek, Ruffy, Terip Terip, Longwood East Neighbourhood Watch Group

 will be holding its AGM on
Monday 11th August at 4.30pm at the TCC in Ruffy

Letter to the Editor
Strangely enough the Spirit Level shown on the front
page pf the newsletter proves that the Earth is
spherical not flat.

Because of the Earth's spherical shape, all parts of a
spirit level's glass need to be equidistant in relation to
the earth's gravitational centre, If the glass tube did
not have the slightest curve introduced during
manufacture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spirit_level then the
bubble would travel to the end of the cylinder rather
than the centre,

Thus if you need to prove 
that the world is a sphere 
then hold a spirit level 
upside down and try to 
keep the bubble In the 
centre.

Regards
Cookie

Who knew? Not me. Ed.

Farm Plastic Waste Recycling - a LEAP forward for Sustainability
Tonnes of plastic farm waste is being turned into new products with the development of recycling techniques by
the agricultural industry and engineering researchers. Each year, Australian farms go through an estimated
110,000 tonnes of plastic waste, but recycling options for soft plastics and twine in particular are limited.

Key players in Australia's grain industry unveiled a plan earlier this year to stop 45,000 tonnes of agricultural
bags from going to landfill or being illegally incinerated. Researchers at a regional Victorian university have also
helped to develop a machine to melt down synthetic hay binding twine and repurpose it into building products
and furniture.

An industry-led, not-for-profit program to collect and recycle plastic agricultural bags is underway in Victoria with
plans to expand it in the coming years. The bagMUSTER scheme is similar to the program used for chemical
drums, allowing farmers to return their used soft plastic bags to stores for recycling.

CropLife Australia chief executive Matthew Cossey helped develop the program and said the bags used for
fertilisers, seeds, grain, stock feed, and pet food are turned into new agricultural products.
"It's a huge leap forward for farm recycling," he said, "when a farmer buys a product in the bagMUSTER
program, they'll be able to return it to the retailer, and then it will be collected and fully recycled. It's as simple as
that. It's critical for farming sustainability, for protecting our environment, improving recycling and it absolutely
makes economic sense."

Article by Jane McNaughton - ABC Rural - on-line - 13  June 2025 ... to be continued next issue.th





Get ready for Landcare Week 2025!
Landcare Week 2025 is just around the corner – it runs from Monday, 4th August to Sunday, 10th August. 

It’s a great opportunity to raise awareness about the environmental, community, and wellbeing benefits of caring
for our land and waterways.

 
How to get involved?

This year, we’ll be sharing inspiring local stories and celebrating the people behind Landcare. There are plenty of
ways to get involved, including submitting a photo for Landcare Australia’s Landcare Through the Lens

campaign. By submitting a photo, you will go in the draw to win a Milwaukee Dual Battery Chainsaw!

Branded resources for landcare groups and community organisations to promote the L.I.F.E. (Landcare Is For
Everyone) Landcare Week campaign (like the banner image used in this email!) are available on the 

Landcare Australia website.

You can still order plants now for the 2025
season

euroaarboretum.com.au/plant-order-form

The order form is updated to show what is
available now. You must have Excel to
complete the form or contact us

nursery@euroaarboretum.com.au

https://landcareaustralia.org.au/resources/campaigns/landcare-week/


Reserved for 
de Maria &
Associates

                                                              

This space needs
a sponsor...

Is it YOU?

The Granite News is widely distributed on the lands of the Taungurung clans - First People of the Rivers and Mountains. 

We thank the Taungurung ancestors and elders who, for millennia, have cared for this country on which we now live, work, play
and grow. 

May the current generations of Taungurung, HCCC residents & landowners continue this important custodianship into the future.     

Donation from 
supporters of our local

Platypus

Donated by Friends of Yellow Box 
(Eucalyptus Meliodora)

Donated by supporters of the
magnificent King Parrots

For all your livestock needs (sheep, 
cattle, spot spraying)

 No job to big or small. Competitive pricing.
 Please contact David on 0417 150113


